Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck
Chapter One Questions

READING COMPREHENSION
1. Look at the way both Lennie and George are first described. How is this initial description fitting when we find out more about each man?

2. Is  the relationship between George and Lennie one of friendship, or does George feel obligated to take care of Lennie? What evidence can you find to support either conclusion?
3. Why does Lennie have the dead mouse? Why does George take it away? What happened at the last place where Lennie and George worked?

4. Describe the dream George and Lennie share for the future. Why is it so important to both men?
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Chapter Two Questions

1. How is the bunk house described? What does the description tell the reader about the men who live there? How does this description contrast with the description that is presented at the beginning of chapter one?
2. The boss becomes suspicious that George may be trying to pull one over on Lennie and steal his pay or commit some other abuse against him. Similarly, Curley thinks it unusual that George and Lennie travel together. What do these events reveal about the nature of life in the great depression? How is this different from life today? How does this connect to George and Lennie’s dream?

3. How would you describe Curley and his wife? What do their actions tell you about each of their characters? What are their motivations? What does each character car about? Why will each character be a danger for George and Lennie?
4. Re-read Steinbeck’s description of Slim (Steinbeck 33). What does this description tell you about Slim’s character? Why is he a man to be trusted and looked up to? Why will Slim be a character that could benefit or protect George and Lennie?

