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NAME: 







FORMATIVE – WRITING: Critical – 2 

ENGLISH 20.2 – 
OF MICE and MEN CONTEXTUAL ACTIVITY:

Introduction to the Great Depression

The PURPOSE of this assignment is to provide students with the opportunity to develop historical empathy with characters in the book Of Mice and Men, and understand the highly relevant context of the story.

MAIN TASK: Working either alone or with ONE partner, students will create a document summarizing the period of time known as the Great Depression. Additionally, this document must also contain a minimum of ONE image supporting your research and information, which must be accompanied by a theme statement and supporting details.
REQUIRED ELEMENTS













Your document, which should be presented in an organized, thoughtful way, must include answers to the following questions:

INFORMATION:
· What was the Great Depression?

· Including a description of what the term “depression” means in an ECONOMIC context.

· What caused the Great Depression?

· Including what happened in October 1929.

· What were the short term (from 1929 to 1939) effects of the Great Depression? 

· For this question you should focus more on how individual lives affected, rather than the whole country.

· What was life like for people living during the Great Depression?

· I.e. Quality of life? Living conditions (food, clothing, shelter, etc.)? Availability and type of jobs? Wages?
· How did people respond to the Great Depression?

· In other words, what did people do to try meet their basic needs? Where did they go? How did their lives change?

IMAGE:
· Find one image that you feel is strongly indicative of what life was like during the great depression. Although this image should actually be of the great depression, it does not necessarily have to be.

· However, if you choose an image that is not of the great depression, make sure that it fits with the context of that time.

· Once you have selected your image, construct a theme statement for it that discusses THREE specific details.

PRESENTATION














You may structure this assignment in any way that you choose – pencil and paper, electronically; poster, one-sheet, pamphlet, powerpoint, website, etc. – but please ensure that it presents the information and image in an organized, easy to understand manner. 
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CITATIONS







    
With your final assignment, you must present TWO properly cited sources for your information.

GENERAL RESOURCES












http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_great_depression
http://www.todaysteacher.com/TheGreatDepressionWebQuest/BriefOverview.htm
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/depression/depression.htm
http://www.sparknotes.com/history/american/depression/context.html
http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/micemen/context.html
EVALUATION















Your assignment will be based on the following rubrics:

INFORMATION

	POWERFUL

10
	PLEASING

8
	PASSABLE

6
	POOR

4
	PATHETIC

2

	- Information presented depth above and beyond the required level.

- Analysis is insightful and carefully constructed.

- Support is precise, purposefully chosen, and strongly supports the analysis.
	- Information is presented at the required level.

- Analysis is thoughtful and considered.

- Support is relevant, detailed, and clearly connected to the analysis.
	- Information is complete, but lacks significant depth.

- The analysis is complete, but generalized and lacks insight.

- Support is adequate and generally connected to the analysis.

	- Information is incomplete in minor areas.

- Analysis is superficial or ambiguous.

- Support is imprecise, unclear, and/or vaguely connected to the analysis.
	- Information is incomplete or absent.

- Analysis is underdeveloped or incomprehensible.

- Support is lacking, inappropriate, or unrelated to the analysis.


PRESENTATION
	POWERFUL

5
	PLEASING

4
	PASSABLE

3
	POOR

2
	PATHETIC

1

	- Document is thoughtfully planned, creative and space is completely used and coloured.
- Visuals are complete, compelling, and enhance the presentation of the required information.


	- Document is planned, creative, and space is well used and coloured.
- Visuals are complete, interesting, and aid in the presentation of the required information.

	- Document is loosely planned, blandly creative, and mostly filled in and coloured.
- Visuals are mostly complete, and make a strong connection to the presented information. 
	- Document is unplanned, shows limited creativity, and has some empty space and little colour.
- Visuals are incomplete, and begin to detract from the presentation of information.


	- Document has no purposeful plan, shows no creativity, and is empty and lacking colour.
- Visuals are incomplete or absent, and significantly detract from the presentation of the required information.
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IMAGE ANALYSIS

The image and its accompanying theme statement will be marked out of 5 MARKS.

CITATIONS

Your two cited sources will be marked out of 5 MARKS.
